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CCOLEY'S COMPEMDIUM

THE AUTHOR

2obert Cooney, an orphan lad of Dublin, Ireland, with a sound
educational background, came out to Canada and the liramichi
area of New Brunswick in 1824, He found emplovment with a mercantile
firm of the iliramichi and became chief clerk. The year after his
arrival he experienced the great fire that devestated the .liramichi
region in 1825. Ze subsequently went into newspaper work and

eventually became a lesleyan iethodist parson.

TTOIIS UTonoDyn

“hile Cooney's "CCMPENDICUS HISTCRY", published at “alifax, .i.S5.
in 1832 by Joseph Zowe is far from complete and authoritative on
the early history of the 2Zay Chaleur region, his contemporary
account of life and events is interesting and helpful.

THE 300K

A volume of some 228 pages, the "COMPENDIOUS HISTORY" comprises
the following parts: . INTRODUCTION
. GENERAL DESCRIPTION
. NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
. KENT COUNTY
. GLOUCESTER COUNTY
. NATURAL HISTORY
. RESOURCES
. THE DISTRICT OF GASPE

It is of interest to note that while Cooney's book appeared some
ninety years before lirs. Margaret G.MacWhirter's "TREASURE TROVE
IN GASPE AND THE BAIE DES CHALEURS" both authors considered it
necessary to write about both shores of Bay Chaleur. The chapters
of Mrs. MacWhirter's book on the Restigouche and Gloucester County
are an interesting update and supplement to the earlier writings
of Robert Cooney.
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2.

LINKS ACROSS BAY CHALEUR

Links between the Caspesian and lNew Erunswick shores of Bay
Chaleur are historic, varied and significant. Ceographically,
from the shores of lliscou Island the mountains of CGaspesia lie
blue on the horizon when the weather is fine at the mouth of
the Eay. From the time of Jacques Cartier, and probably long
before, mariners and fishermen knew the landmarks along Zoth
coasts from [iiscou toc the =estigouche. Three centuries ago
members of the Denys family with their stations at Fercé,
3arachois, lMiramichi and Nepisiguit (Rathurst) operated,
without distinction, along toth shores of Eay Chaleur. The
early missionary, “ather Threstien LeClercag lived among and
taught the native Indians of Eay Chaleur from Zaspé Zay to
Restigouche and the iliramichi. Later, the refugee Acadians
settled along both shores of the Zay and established family
links that still persist. In 1758 the Gaspee Expedition of
General James Wolfe left its mark on the French settlements
from Pabos to [liramichi.

After the Fall of New France the development of the fishery
in Bay Chaleur by the Robin Co., the Du Val's and others, was
based from fishing stations on both shores and fishermen crossed
and recrossed the Bay in search of the best fishing grounds.
This period has been well documented by the Abbé Donat. Robichaud
in his book, "LE GRAND CHIPAGAN - HISTOIRE DE SHIPPAGAN",.

While the movement of families from one shore of Bay Chaleur
to the other calls for much more study than it has had to date,
it is known that such migration was significant. Such Gaspesian
families as CORT, McPHERSON, STEWART, FERGUSON, RIMPHOFF, COULL,
and ADAMS, to mention but a few, had interesting links across
the waters of Bay Chaleur. It is particularly interesting to note
that in dedicating his book to Joseph Cunard, Cooney was honoring
a member of a sea-faring family whose name often appears in early
trading records relating to Miramichi and Gaspesia.
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A BACKGROUND NOTE

3y the time of the Fall of liew France in 1740 there had been
a I'rench presence on the south shore of Bay Chaleur, from the
Restigouche to the iliramichi for more than 100 years. The Conquest
disrupted the various settlements and, for a time, the new County
of Northumberland , which extended originally from the sources of
the sources of the iestigouche to Shediac, lay waiting the arrival
of British settlers.

In 1764, the same year that Felix 0'Hara settled at Gaspé Basin,
4illiam Davidson arrived from Zcotland to take up 2 zrant of
10C,0C0 acres con the iliramichi. Ze was soon followed v an Aberdeen
man, ir.Cort and they were joined some years later ty llessrs.
Zenderson, .urdoch, .alcolm, Zeck and others. A start was made on
the development of the rich salmon fishery of the iliramichi, the
exploitation of the vast forest resources and shipbuilding.

Again, in parallel with the experience of TFelix 0'Hara of Gaspeé,
the iliramichi settlers suffered from the raids of American privateers
from 1775 onwards. In 1777, H.M.S."VIPER", Capt.Harvey, Master,
captured such a privateer, the "LAFAYETTE" and sen* her into
Miramichi under the charge of lMr.Ross of Percé, who had been on
his way home with a cargo of salt and had lost an arm in encounter
with the privateer. Ross was afterwards made King‘'s Pilot between
Québec and Gaspé. By 1786 Davidson had two saw-mills in operation
and the settlement grew with the arrival of some Loyalist families
and disbanded soldiers. Both at the time of the American Revolution
and subsequently, American agents were active in stirring up the
Indians against the EBEritish settlement. This threat, however, was
minimized by the calming influence of the Catholic missionaries
based in Gaspesia.

Following the establishment of the Province of New Brunswick
in 1785 the vast County of Northumberland was divided into the
Counties of Restigouche, Gloucester, Xent and Northumberland.

At this point it seems appropriate to turn to the actual text
of Cooney's volume.
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CHAPTER I
=8G9
A brief description of La BAE pEs CHALEURS..
@LOUCESTER.
Before we enter upon the history of this County, it

would be well to describe the Baie des Chaleurs, of which
it forms the south side.

La Bare pEs CHALEURS, OR Bay oF HeaTs, was origi-
nally called by the Micmacs, LEcketaan Nemaachi, or
the Sea of Fish.
ranean Sea, which, with the River Restigouche, falling

It is a large Gulf, or rather Mediter-

in at its head, divides Lower Canuua and New Bruns-
wick. The entrance of this Bay lics in latitude 47 © 58,
N. in longitude 64 ° 30, W .and is formed by Point Mack-
arel, on the Northside, and Point Miscou on the South.
Here it is twenty two miles wide ; its computed length
being eighty five miles ; and its breadth, within the en-
trance, varying from thirty, to twenty-six, and sixteen

_ miles.
On the Canadian, or North side, the land i8 ezceed

ingly bold and prominent ; distorted by projections ; fis-
gurnd by cavities ; and swelling into a range of lofty
mountainsy whose clevated and extended summits, re.
semble, when viewedet a distance, a long chain of rol-
ling and agitated clouds. This tract of country, extend-
ing from Point Mackarel to the source of the Resti-
gouche ; and from the same Point, along the Gulf Shore
to Cape Chapt, ot the entrance of the river Saint Law-
rence, constitutes the District of Gaspe ; and is divided
into two Counties, the inland one being called Bonaven.
On the South side, except with-
in twenty miles of the head of the Bay, the interior of
the country is rather low, although the immediate shore
is, in some places, considerably elevated, iron-bound,

and :nter-pomted by perpendicular cliffs.

ture, the other Gaspe.

The whole of this Bay may be considered one ime.
mense harbour, containing several capacious ones. It
is well sheltered from the most prevailing winds ; is
abundantly supplied with all varieties of fish ; is the out-
let of several large Rivers ; has neither rocks nor shoals,
and is encompassed by extensive tracts of fertile land,
well wooded, and abounding with Lime Stone, Granite,
Coal, Gypsum, Ochreous Earths, and different kinds of
Metals.

In the midsummer of 1534, the celebrated French :
vigator, Jacques Cartier, entered this Bay, previe_s
his disco\ze_ry of the Saint Lawrence. He was the fi

European that ever visited it ; and in consequence
the intense heat he experienced on that occasion, |
called it La Baie Des Chaleurs, a name by which it h:

ever since been distinguished. These remarks may en:

ble the reader to form a tolerably correct idea of the ¢

neral bearing and situation of the country we are abo:
to describe.

The County of Glouclcster commences near 1'racadi
a river falling into the Gulf, about 30 miles north of M
ramichi. [rom thence it extendsalong the shore, rou:
Miscou, up the south side of La Buie des Chaleurs
on to the sources of the Restigouchie. The sea sho
is low, flat, and sandy ; thinly inhabited, and fora co
ple of miles back, lightly covered with Spruce and F
From Miscou to Miramichi, as well as from thence
Shediac, the coast is skirted by large lagoons, some

them twelve miles long and three miles wide. "¢
greatly facilitate the coast navigation of small c.al

« al

and through them, in order to be shipped. is the timb
made at Tracadie and Pugmouche, conveyed either
Miramichi or to some of the harbours in the Baic.

« This county is subdivided Into five Parishes, viz. :
* Saumarez, Bathurst, Beresford, Jddington and Eldon ;

|watered by several large rivers ; contains many gor
| harbours, and ' comprehends an extensive tract of w
{ timbered country. On these and all other particular

| T shall, in its proper place, furnish as much, and as n
i curate information as [ can. -

[

N

} .. E4RLY H.rsrom’."“

‘ = § —— . ' . .
Although Cartier discovered Lai Baie du Chakm,

early as 1534, it appears that the French governmer

nliowed more than a century to elapse, before they pai

1any attention to it. 41 ey

| ' il

| .This apparent neglect, so irreconcilable :'wiu. th
views and policy of a nation, proverbially ambitious an.
fond of dominion, may be traced to these two causes
The South side was, like the rest of Nova-Scofin, a con

tinual bone of contention, alternately changing its prc
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prietorship from France to Great Britain, and from Great
‘Britain to France. And although the Northern side was
'the bona fide property of the French, it did not possess!
sufficient attractions to claim particular attention.

‘It is said, that during the reign of Henry II. of France,
the son of Francis I., who was cotemporary with our

Henry Henry the Eighth, that an attempt was made to form a.
settlement about Percé, in'the district of Gaspé. This
may be true, for at: that-time, France was in a very
flourishing condition,, while England was torn asunder
by ¢ivil and religious feuds. The French arms, direct-
ed by’ the Duke of Guise, had been alike successful.
against the Germans, the Spaniards, and the Engllsh,.
from the latter of whom, they retook Calais, which had:
been an appendage to Great Britain, from the reign of.
Edward IIT. - The strength of England, moreover, re-
ceived a temparary chieck from circumstances, With'

wh:ch every genernl render is-intimate. E
|
! The reformatmn hnd but dawned ; the youthful Ed—-}
'wrard was scarcely cold’in the newly made grave of his |

father ; the lnngdom had but escaped from the turhu.lent;

| cession was disputed ;. the blood: of Lord Dudley, aml.i
Lady Jane Grey; purpted on the scaffold ; Wyat's insor-!"
~ |rection inflamed .'the people y the' intrigues of Cudmnl!
* - | pole impairéd the enbrgies of the: nation ; the conjugal

_ Cbnaidanng then, 1he

i xolaﬂve state of the two nations, at this period, it is not
#_.75] unlikely, that a settiementhad been attempted in Gﬂ{
My the Frenoh It never arrived to maturity, however,
poesibly on sonount ol‘ lhe king’s death, “:I'liﬂh happcn-
odin 1580 . il SR

FA-‘

regency of the Duke of Somerset ; the public mind was. :

agitated by polemical theology the right of Royal sue- |, both b riefan deq uiro iy iy :

3-;;{ relationship between Mary-and Philip excited -distrast ™
' nnd the hloody syllogisms of thé Queen.

_ Although this ealaamty dlsparned the French, they re-
rned again ; for about the year 181’0, the: gnndfathe‘r
of .Mr. Charles Doucette. of Bathurat, settled on the Lit-

nents all around the harbour, and down. the Bayy to-

.bﬁeued to be in comfortable -circumstances ; there
rvere no merchants ; and agricalture seemed to be rather
lextensivély cultivated. -

e River ; und at that time, there were French settle: ' |,

wards Grande Ance, demqget;e....Thppeople,‘ then, :

-

About the year 1692, a total disf)ersion of the French
took place. The Jfiemacs of this country, over whom
prealded an influential fellow named Halion, becoming
Jealous of the increase of the settlers, possessed them-
|selves of the greater part of their stock ; demolished all
Itheir houses and buildings, and ‘obliged them to quit the
(country aitogether. When we consider that Bathurst
‘was the immediate boundary of both the JMicmac and
'JMohawk nations, and that the former made a vigorous
|attack on Caneo, thirty years afterwards, their hostility
iin the present instance should excite no astouish;nent.
{ Although the Freuch government overlooked this vio-
ilent conduct of the Indians, they cannot be accused of
|any apathy orindifference, for the country did not then
/belong to them. It had been lately taken from them by

Sir William Phipps, because they had not paid a cer-
tain stipulated sum, agreeably to the treaty of Breda:: .
Under these circumstances, the French were in fnct
|gniners by the hostility of the Indians ; for it served to
increase the population of Cwadn, and other places of |
shich they were in full en;oyrneut, while {t tended to !
eaken Nova Scotia, where, their power had always

L N T

‘e g ifi. a \,md ‘o 11“3 ‘ i
Fi'om t.ha expullron of'?he French, untl! lix or elght
puuuu!n’

af Bluhunt ’t,' ‘can
ek ""‘:s, e

=0, e an'f.b zqw AT

Young, an Englithman, snd s Mr. Rober

T, A o i

dian;’ mﬁ""h Row dedd ; the latter
dmnoedaga}o}‘u.;.r ,“‘ AL

u Almn Point, Mn;wm hada

W aPRS u...;‘

'nlm:: m:idenee ahn five lu-ge
Stores ; a requiaitﬁeh numba- of - out-houses ; and a tole-|
rnbly strong battery. Here alm had he a very fine lawn‘
‘and ‘s handsomely - dinpoaed gnrden At Youghull,‘

pear the head of the:harbour, he had another lnrge

_[@wclﬁng house, which he occupied in winter, -besides a:
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fishing establishment ol the Big River, about 3 miles
At this time, Mr. W. engrossed the
then consisting of an extensive
and the hides, fat, and

{rom its entrance.’
whole trade of the Bay,
_ exportation of Furs, Moose Skins,
tusks of the Walrus, To thiese genersa! exports he usu-
ally added :—an . annual cargo of Salmon, and sownetimes
two or three of Cod and Scale Fish, to the Weut Indies,
'and the Mediterranean.
|
" This gentleman continued, both by his example and
Imﬁuence, 40 ndvance and improve the country; until his
spmted and beneficial enterprize, was mterrupted by the
'war between Great Britain and her revolted Qplomea.

!

L d
Shortly after the commencem ent of this mpture. some

of the Revolutionary Privateers entered the .Bay, and
\wrenked their venrzance upon Alston Point, and all
ltha other settlements.
upwards
ceeded to Restigouche,
* ltablishment under the direction of & Mr. Smith.
lpommitting similar depredations

where Walker had another es-

%,

> Z' were proceedmg down the Bay,
_‘; brigs, the Wolf, and the Diligence,
: ﬁ’ An engagement took place off Roc Peroé,
¥ 'j_ two of the American vessels were sunk,

ndesvouxed to ucnpe. o S8y

!P ¥

lntercapted them.

-

" iuuon. When the |
was abodt B0 wall,. e dald Y aed of
oA "d

fard v

.medmthgrutcndft as nﬂoutemt, u

b

rals Honier. md kno

PR Ra LT

.i.ted at the tah

French

Having taken and destmyed-
of £10,000 worth of property hers, they' pro-

Afte:«

there, the l’rlnteen RES

when two English gun-'
|

o _{_; ecr greatly oontributed

near which,
the rut hnvmg

\d'r" Under the fomu,ﬂim as- p hh friends,?:.m nﬁength

ﬂ’orto Bello from the S‘ffaﬁirds 3
he aided Csptam Howe, ot'

the Mag:namme, in oaptunng the Tsle de Aix, i‘rqn the

. The whole lucrative gum trade, from Cape Blanco,
to the River Gambia, being monopolized by the French;
who had built Fort Louis within the mouth of the Sene-
'gal ; and had fortified the Island of Goree, on thé coast ;
lit became a matter of serious and public complaint in
{England, that our
sobliged to buy gum sccond hand from the Datch, who

rchants and manufacturers were

forestalled it for the French at an exorbitant price. These

conmderatwns havinga tendency to accelerate the adop-
ition of a plan, formed by a Mr. Cumming, a Quaker, for:
\annexing Senegal to Great Britain, an expcdmon under

tha command, was despatched for that purpose. L '

“This little nrmamem, consisting of the two annual
'Guinea traders ; and three small sloops, with a detach-
ment of soldiers, and a few pieces of ordnunce, sailed in
V157 ; and to it, was Captain Walker appointed Engl-
neer. The English, assisted by the Moorish Prinoe
" | Amir, succeeded in taking Fort Louis, and Senegal, by,

i
}

pwﬁ

o} Which his Britannic Majesty acquired o valuable tract 0 - l"

uutry, besides 100 pleces of cannon,
nd merchandize to a considerable amount.
plendid re:ulu, the akill and intrepidity of'al

9 rs q-ﬂ$‘$ S : |-as“{ ‘.;;‘. ‘.;
Aiter tha arrivalof the upedmbn

PR R

deer wui?oinomfby I.London Com oy

B e

fiat Bathunt, u wa hnva nlrendy mentia

_ The preaent French, or Acadm.n mha‘mth of tha
{country, aré principally from Cape Breton, Biliit Johils

sland, and Cumberiand.

po— !
L o

ko -_4-.-.'.0'—. o =

Lk

The oldeut geitlement,’ _inder
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pendently of those founded by Enaud and Walker, is Ca-
raquette, where, it appears, two brothers of the name
of La Roc, from Lunaire, and two others called La.
Burton, and St. John, natives of Bretagne, located them-
selves about the year 1768.

Description of the coast, villages, and settlements, from Traca-
die to Ba.ss RlLer

Having passed Taboointac gully, on our way towards
Miscou Point, the first rivers we meet in the County of
Gloucester, are Great and Little Tracadie ; both of
which, after running parallel courses of nearly 40 miles,
.discharge into the Gulf through a spacious lagoon.

This Lagoon is nearly 12 miles in length ; and in some
'places 3 miles wide.. The entrance of each river is a
!anll outlet or bar, formed by estuation, and over which
at the highest spring tides, there is seldom more than 7

or 8 feet of water. These channcls, though shallow,

. m:llnt:ng, their navigation is both limited and mtnoa.te.
1fThe waters of the lngoon, being aeperated fram the guu',

. _
N
ey q
‘U\-a‘*‘\—

Ilkaappearance and run through a level oonntry,

-' & with white and red pine. . On both these rim

o~ '.ﬂl'}'.."_ qw_,‘.‘- 'T 3 ‘-‘_,'._ " .._»' 1 & ]."‘ F—

ed along the tide way ; ; and occupled by 860 noull,
most exclusively Aoadia.n Frénoh On tho-fomu”:i

¥ ooceupying the-‘ceatre of & small colleotion of piotum

“IThe inhabitants live principally by ag-rlcu'lture and ’
; fishing, doing, in -the former, but very little ; andem- "
' ._ploylng in the latter, 35 boats, and 3 shallops. :- All their

' cured fish is sent to Miramichi.

i .

J would, had they a permanent locality, be of oonlidera- _ '
] ble service to the gettlers ; but as they are continua.liy

The Great md thtla 'I‘rau.dia Rlveu have ‘a Lake-

rather o sandy description, but tolerably woll woodod %

: be!ldea a handsome Alm piece of Snlnt John the Bapﬁst, g

PockmoucHE rises near the J/nscout, a branch of the
Great Tracadie ; is about thirty milesin length; of rather
a sluggish cast ; and crawis into the guif over a soft and
ample bed. From it¢ source down to the head of the
tide, this river is skirted by narrow tracts of mfervale,
utretohmg along the base of a tolerably good upland
formerly well timbered with white pine, birch, and
‘maple ; and in the tide way, a considerable expansion
forms a numbeér of oreekd and guilies, watering large:
pttchen of salt marsh. . TAis river now contains 4 hori-
zontal Saw Mill, 2 small Chapel, one day Schoadl, hnd
66 dwellihg houses. The inhabitants, nmounting to 351)
uoull, consist of Irish and. French, and are principully
occupled in lumbering and agncuiturc o

| From this to Miseou; a dmtnnce probably of 30 mxhss.
hha toast is dull, tnme, and monotonous ; dlike untHE:
quered by a aingle featare, .capable of either empibyind ‘

he pen, or en;agmg the nttentmn -

. ‘.'. lil‘ " |-|..‘. 'I_"

1 and muho, ‘the N, E. ead of whloh umphhlloﬂly

“*loalled Point Miscou, fuma the Solthern enmlm of thu
“{Bafe des Chaleurs, - This Island lies I
8l miles in ou-uumfmnco, and is t.he ﬂh

‘wite?'; l’.:;
uﬁ-m-uni’

" wmﬂund, lywked for by vmiru' ‘bt
= _..r.ru'.‘- g R T g .;..

55 inv Glouemct

188 of Quebl
uﬂuﬂmm un

.
,ua

Great and Little Tracadie contain 110 houu, d.llperl- -

ave heard It lﬂ'_egad, that they oﬁen ;-—-1
h the inhaﬁitanu, giving them in lied for green ﬁlh
ndy, rum, tobaooo, tea, &e. ‘brought in. their own| =
“Ibottoms, either,from some port in the United S{ates,
rom St. Pierre. If this bé true, Uncle Sam has certain- :
Jy the laugh. against us, for it is rather difficult to cons

..1‘,
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ceive a toleration more extraordinary, than that one
nation should allow another, all the profits derivable
from a contraband trade, carried on in their own har-
bours, and to the prejudice of their own industry.

The Americans are also accused of wilfully injuring
the fishery, by throwing the offal overboard in shoal
water. Thisis ratheran invidious proceeding, for the
New-Brunswick boats, are, from circumstances, often
unable to fish-in deep water, while by the above con-
.duct, they are precluded from deriving any advantage
from the shore fishery. These mjunes are cummmed
under the specious sanction of a treaty, that nllows the
Americans to fish within three miles of the land ; a pro-
vision, than whi.ch, a more foolish one never was enact-
ed.

condition, for our own fishermen rarely take any thing,

Restricting them to this distance is a senseless

within the same extent beyond the line of demarcation.
Miscou Istanp is much mdented by creeks and gul-
ul:es ; but n deep cove or basin, called Mall Bay, 15 the
‘only place of shelter, even for boats.
very extenulva tracts of marsh menaow land,, capsble,
without any ! ~ment, of suppurtmg upwards ofi
me& fiscou also contains a considera-
ble quantity of black oirch, spruce, and mnple ; andis
calculated to absorb f rom 60 to 70 families. =~ ".

" Lirme Smrﬂ:om Hmnn is formed by an eatunry of*'
3 miles wide, running rnund the west end of Miscou Is-

land. Thisisa good harhour, hnvmg a safe channel of !
2 rmles in w:dth, with oxcellent anchorage in 4 and §
fathom To this harbour there are two entrances ;one
{in the, Bm des Chaleurs, the other in the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence. The former is bold and open ; easy of ac-
cess ; and mihczently deep for large vesaels ; the latter
[is narrow ; mtneata and ahoal, nnd capable of sdmitung
only boats and amnil craft

| GRaND® Smnmm Hnson.—'l’his harbour hu 22
‘miles west of Point Mistou ; and almost directly ‘ oppo--
.nte to Port Daniel, on the Nort'h side of the Bay. The,
entrnnce is formed by Shlppegan [sland on the East,
and Pouckcoudie on the West. ‘It is o safe commodious
harbour, having a fine broad channel, pIenty of shelter,:
and good anchorage in five and six fathoms.

Here are some

. .."'i

This har-
bour also possesses an entrance on the Gulf side-; but:

it should not be attempted by vessels drawing more than
six orseven feet.

SHipPEGAN IsLAND is about 20 miles long, but'rather
low and sandy. The soil is a light friable loam, produ-
cing small Birch, Fir, Shrubs, and a variety of berries.
It also yields a fair average crop of wheat, potatoes, and
oats, which the inhabitants raise in small quantities.

On the west end of the Island, are two small :ctlle-
ments called Big and Little Amacque ; and on the main,
land opposite, is another, called Shippegan, the whole
aggregating probably, a population of 700 souls, princi-
pally Acadian French. The almost exclusive pursuit is
the Cod fishery, in which they employ. about thirty
large open boats, manned with four. or five men each ;
besides twelve schooners, carrying cight men cacht The
boats are constructed like whale boats ; and generally

fish off Miscou ; butthe schooners rcsort to the Bra-
i_d_elle Bank, in the Gulf ;'and to eome shoals lying neai!_
,Prince Edward's Island. The boats return every twen-
ty four hours;

|eight days wgether. In this way oge two hundred

{fishermen, natives of ‘Shippegan, ~émployed s iirhilo:

|there is.ajso g considcrable number retained i, tho ser-
ivice of Mr. Duwval, a Jerhey merchant, lately. eltnhlilh.-
ed here. Thia, gentleman loads two brlgl anpually!

Shlnpesqn. mrplr. qweedl 4,poo,qumtnll a.yelr. sk

Fre

l Ay ’-n;)q ot

Prench. Oorretto, sutk there after the oonquali' 'bl' C'_

wlnch as well as those at Pockmouche, nnd Tracadie, is
-lattended by the re_n_ndent missionary of Cmquem

Caraquerre Hirsovs: iwp. Serriexext.—This har-.
bour, the entrance whereof is formed by Pouckcoudi

Island, and the East end of Caraquette Island, lies
about 30 miles West of Miscou ; and is six miles long,
and threemiles wide. From eachof the Islands a large
shoal extends into the Bay ’;- but between them is a good

the schooners generally, ' keepiog at sca’

with' Cod. fish,; but tho quantity actually curedin)
ququ Liulu,Amlnqua, are hluhly ulqbutgd, for

. their, superior. Oylterlf n.opuidqrhblc.quqnumqu whiq

nads. At Big Atnacque there llltoltnblypod Grist -
Mill'; and’at: Shippegan, o Roman: dlthollo Blﬁpe’ o

w"'_
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safe channel, having at low water; from four to five fa-
thoms. Almost every chart I'have secn, crroneously des-
cribe the entrance of this harbour. They invariably
place it between the West end of Caraquette Island, and
Point Mizzinette, where there are but 6 or-G} feet at low
water. This, however, is a very convenicnt entrance for
small trading vessels, as it is much casier made thanthe
main one, which should in no case bc attempted without
a Pilot.

These three harbours are as good as any in the Bay,
cexcept Restigouche ; and were timber but a little more
plentiful in'their vicinity, their capabilities would be ol
the utmost- importance.

CARAQUETTE SETTLEMENT is a long populous village,
extending for more than ten miles along the shore of
1Ihe Bay. About 150 houses, glittcring over this extent,
I'acquire a considérable degree of picturesque beauty,
from a number of corn fields and meadows thatsurround

them ; and from the lofty spire of a very clegant Cha~

pel, rising in the midst of them. Several of the houses
being built of stone, make a very respectable appear-
ance ; while the general aspect of thesettlement informs
the traveller, that the people enjoy a kind of . pastoral
mediocrity, alike removed from the anxieties of opulence,
and the ills of penury. i

The Chapel is a handsome stone building ; is capable:

of holding about 800 persons ; and is highly ornamented

by appropriate devices, and scriptural pieces. Thiscom*
pnrnuveiy splendid edifice, was reared by the voluntary_

contributions of the people ; and is suppoud to h“a
cost upwards of £1,400. ' -
i

.At the upper end of the village, is the scite of the old

Chapel, a spot, than which, a moredelightful cannot be.

easily conceived.
enlyeminence that spreuds intoa fine parterre, covered
with a rich carpet of green sward, clegantly diapered
with mosses and wild flowers. Round this delightful
little plain, a luxuriant forest of Birch and Map'le, fes-
tooned by twosmall Beech groves, fling a gorgeous halo
of sylvan drapery ; while the mellow cadences of a lit-
tle stream, issuing from the creviees of a rock at a short

distance, mingle their dccents with the floating melody
of a balmyv wind. °

It is the 1mmedmte brow of a. maid-

The soft and pastoral beauties of this sweet retreat,

acquire additional charms from contrast. [Its mild and

serene loveliness forms an amiable and pleasing relief,
to the rude and precipitous appearance of the oppesite
shore ; while ity grnceful and modest scenery receives
digqity?nd- clegance from the arrogant and frowning

aspect of the Canadian mountains. It also commands

a fine view of the harbour of Caraquette ; of the Ports
of Miscou and Shippegun ; of the vessels in the Bay ;
and of the principal settlements in the district of Gaspe.-
In fine, it is a vivid picture of moral, as well as natural
beauty ; cvery thing about it seems to be hallowed,
and although not a vestige of the church is visible, re--

ligion appears to linger round its former precincts, os if
unwilling to depart.

Two rivers, the North and South, both rising in

Lakes, discharge into Caraquette harbour. The former

is about nine miles long, runs through' poor swampy

land, and has no settlers : the latter is 24 miles in
lengttj, flows through good land, thinly covered with
.dispersed pine, birch, and maple, and affords a comfort-.

ablé‘resic_lcnce to a few families. |

The land in the vicinity of the Village, being very]
l'el'tile. is highly favourable to the cultivation of nlll
‘kinds of grain ;. a circumatance often profitably demon-
strated, by the- produotlon of as guod wheat, oats,

barley, as'are geneully uiud in any other part of Am
n“n =

% ¢

. I
I" E . ."'.‘ e .

| The mhnbitnnu. amounting pmhably to more
1200 aouls, are nmly all Acadians ; and are nppu-entl
o easy circumstances, acquired by s tolefably extensi ?
prosecution of fishing and agricaltare. I the former tluy
}mploy 100 small boats, manned with two.men &ach ; h
besidés six schooners of the same daorlptluh, az ihm
1hélongmg to Shippegan. -

..—..-‘.-

: "."'i
i Cmquette, us [ have elsewhure observed, is rather an
old.aettlement, the cause, perhaps, why its inhabitants
particularly the women, exhibit mofe of the coloar and
features of the Micmao Indians, than is generally dis-
cernable in Acadians. This personal distinction, how-
ever, is also ‘observable at Pefit Roché, another French
settlement farther up the Bay ; and there is little doubt,
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that {he peculiarity in both cases, is the result of the
carly settlers having intermarried with the savoges.

From this to Bathurst, a distance of mo;e than 25
miles, the land is bold, steep, and iron-girt. It contains
several excellent grind stone quarries ; some large beds
of ochre ; and in several places, strata of coal, dispoded
in horizontal layers. These strala, or bcda, appear to
communce about 5 feet above the land wash ; thence
ascending in equal and rcrrular grades, to within a short
distance of the surface. Larzc detached lumps of this
minecral, as well as coursc specimens of metallic sub-

stances. strew the beach in a variety of places.

(n this district, the interior for about six miles back,
is very good land. The rear of the front, or granted
lots, is covercd principally with large birch and maple ;
white the same deacriphoﬁ of wood, with a mixtare of
beeoh, and pine, conahtute thb‘ chief growth of thd sé-
cond concession: Thréhghrd‘ut’ these are distributed
some maple sugaries ; intetdpersed with occasiomal
groves of juniper, particularly adapted for ship-building.
—The coast from Caraquette to Bnthurst, is divided in-
to three settlements, calléd Grande Ance, Pockshaw,
and New Bandon, each of which, we shall notice as we
proceed.

Giunp Axce, thé next settlément west of Caraguetté,
lis about 8 niled long, but very thifily setiicd, cotitdinlig
ittle more than 18 or 20"Acadian familiés, who livé by
agtictlture afid fishing. “This straggling villagé his no

'harbous; not is it pSisedséd of any thing caléulatéd t

distinguish it, excépt a’ imnll' wodden Chapel, and iﬂ fn-
nigniﬁaunz Grist. Mill:

The East dtrd of fhiu aettlétuent, wd a oomiderab'ld
‘distance above that liné, are sometimes called thie Capes,

of Pockshaw. Heéte, has the shorea repulsive and for-.

bidding aspect ; for a range of cliffs, nearly perpendicu-
lar, and upwards of 60 feet high, form a sort of embra-
sured battlement, exténding for several miles in length.
This embankment affétds considerable shelter to the set-
tlement ; dnd-beneficent nature, as if willing to’ confef
the blessing unmixed by any alldy of inconvenierce, has
kindly formed, at nearly equal' distances, four large ra-

vines; winding from the summits of the cliffs, down to

the level of the sea. These passages, facilitating a safe

and easy communication with the water,-are of the.

greatest service to the settlers. In addition to many

other advantages, they enable them to obtain fish for

sustenance, and kelp for manure. Through this settle-
ment two rivers discharge into the Bay ; on one of them,
Mr. Young has lately crected a Saw Mill ; and on the

other, thereis a tolcrably good Grist Mill.

New Banpow, the next Westerly settlement
said to extend to Bathurst.

, may be
It is of recent formation, the
first settler not being more than 14 years in occupation.
The inhabitants, consisting of 70 families, are princi-
paily Irish emigrants, from Bandon, in the County of
Cork.
though long separated {ronrthe clergymen of their own
profession, to have suffered little or no estrangement from
God. They did not, as too many do, abjure their reli-
gion, when they left Cape Clear. Edified by a science
that instructs the heart, convinces the niind, and dis-
ciplines the will, their conduct is an eloquent vindication

of the doctrines, preached and established by the pious
and venerable Wesley.

Severanl of them are ®lethodists, who seem, nl-

New Bandon, although but a young, is a flourishing
‘settlement. 'The soil is good, and the people have, by
unremitting industry, good management, and an exolu-
sive attention to agriculture, succeeded in raising thom- o
lelvu from comparative poverty, to a respectable pro-.
pﬂatonhlp of iand and cattle. . Some of them have 80]

Mrel under cultivation ; all are well proﬂded with llock?
and utensils ; and the average arable qulnﬁtibelon't'
4

ng to each family, may be rated at, half the above sige.| .
The principal market is Bathurst ; but when this is sup-
plied, any relidul.ry surplus mny be easily dilpoud off .
lup {he Bay.

[ Bass River.—About a mile below Carron Point, ati
|the entrance of Bathurst harbour, does this river de-
‘bouche into the Bay. =Eleven miles from its mouth it
'diverges into two branches, one running North, the
‘other South. The formercan be driven for 4 or 5 miles ;
but the latter is aimost totally impassable. The banks
of the main river, are a good description of upland, weil

timbered with whitc pine ; and skirted by large inter-

‘vales, sustaining unusuaily tall alders.

i saibatee; Mg ;
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" Dacription of. Bathurst Harbour. and: Settlement., .« 1
3 & B R e el

1]

' ~ !
Batnurst, situated about G5 fhiles W. of Miscou, is
whnt is commonly called a Bar Harbour. THe entrance
is formed by Alston Point on the North ‘sxde, and Car-
ron Point on the South ; the distance across being little
more than 230 yards - -

A short distance outside of these points, lies ihe 'B‘ar,
asmall narrow ridge of sand, holding at spnng t:des,
‘from 15 to 156} feet of water.
'running between this shoal and the entrance, furnishes
the general place of loading ; but vessels exceeding 14
\feet draught, generally take in part of their cargo outside
1of it, where thereis a safe Bay, or Roadstead, with deep
| water and good holding ground.
~. Within the points, the harbour may b= called a beau-.
ul and picturesque basin, forming nearly an elhptxcal
sheet of water, 3} miles long, and 2 .miles wide. It is..

[

well sheltered from all winds ; and is supplied by fout:

Asafe and; easy channel,

ivers; which discharge into it ; and by their conﬁuenw|
. - |form what is called the main channel, in contradiatme-"
"~ [tion to the respeotwe channel of each of them. -9 .I

Up all these channels,”boats and small crnf’t may pro- ll

Jeeed for a eom:dehble dutance but the mam one|
: Lontains 14 feet ; and rifis in’ rather a direct’ ‘course, |

fontil it fows iaté ¢the passage, at 'the’ ehtfhn&e ‘and

Hefice Gver the baF: " iﬁiliﬁﬁ" themelvu of ih!n o] )
starCe; ‘thuse'ivho m aequmnted with, ur WAl be !"ﬁ}

t

v g BT

_er § agnualds oo iEY
*ﬂ .{' ﬁ. Tr’?u‘n"‘r‘-- .

% pnthqm coqtams Himm_ame stock of u,good ﬁ;n-

#.,.

lots 5 e:nc‘ta vpr; moderat: port charges ; is under the

-ar.,|'1-'.

ol 'y, éo'tﬁvmm considerations, as well as l'rom .f gene-

el ‘"0\ e B

- rfre vu:w of its uﬁt&ﬁu’, be ooriudered an ehglbla har-
or. ;hmmﬂh' tﬂgu of vessels,

I- vated,’ t‘ho whola lettleme_qt resembles lﬁiﬁfk

te a;dea of the ca'pab':hlied oftha Basin, f6ad B’ fre- hﬁ

e a‘i a.nz i}z ghe ﬁpovinuf ,4: prcmded with lHlful pi

em;iluybd i tHe ﬂ

: [ e g , SETTLEMENT.

+The Basin of Bathurst, and the largest of the rivers
that discharge into it, wére originally distinguished' by
ithe JMictaes, under the general and expressive appella-il
[tion of Winkapiguwick, or the troubled and foaming wa-
| ters.

|to the corrupt and unineaning soubriquet of Nipisiguit ;

In the course of time, this name degenerated in-

{that was subsequently changed into Saint P‘.etera, by
the French ; and for its present one, it is indebted to a
'township, lately erected on the N. side of it, which was,
{in com'pliment to the then Colonial Secretary, called
| Bathurat.

!,_ This is the Assizes Town ; andis Idesigned to occupy
‘nlevel and elevated point of land, laterally bathed by
two large rivers. It was laid out but four years ago,.
when it had but four or five small houses ; now it con-
\tains an elegant Brick Court House, roofed with slate ;
also a temporary Episcopal Chapel, besides a Gaol, Post
Oﬂice, three or four mercantile establ;shmenu and “2'

‘wards of thirty dwelling houms. i L o

All round the basin is thickly 1nhabited, pudcula\-ly
| towards the upper end of it. . Here there is & lmall et
‘| tlement called the Frenoh village, consilﬂng of arangs
of houses dispersed along the side of a hill,” oruwned by

| a neat little ohapel and two or threa rultlc wind mil!l. %

.‘i.i

The land tl.ing rathar h!gh, it foleubln .lI

ed by an ambmldu:ad Eelt o!' :;leadomm.’m m b

e 800 souls, hmlvlng nalrl’y an aqnnl

LI T2 1 o

rom theu threa bmnhhel dd they appur to noquu'a s
pm orta.ble, and in lomo inatances, a mpeoﬁﬁe lmng; [

A'u"j}“.n ¥
Frenoh, and British Emigrauu. Their ordinnry ptll\- -
U “ty com'ﬁrehend a tolernbly oxtenswe anbeﬂng, nomo -

. Eenn_'tendanm oi' nju?icwps Harbour Mng%ndﬂ 4

[

:.\I"
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An Account of the Rivers ér;acharging into Bathurst Harbour.

[ There follows in Cooney's book a
detailed account of the

Middle River

River
Big Nipisiguit, the
and the Tootoogoose
About half a
the entrance of the latter into

or rairy
River. mile from
the harbour was Somerset Vale,
the residence of Hugh Munro,Zsq.,
then Chief Magistrate of the
County and formerly its member

in the

continues:

sssembly. Cooney's text

A short distance in the rear of Mr. Munro’s, are two
excellent Quarries ; one of hard durable Freestone ;
the other of fine blue Slate.
ito be very extensive, and to judge by its contexture,
rather deeply lammated
been lately made, and from them, has the Court House,.
'at Bathurst, been roofed.
unquestlonably of'an excellent description, ‘these qunr-

The slate quarry appears
Several cxcavations have
As the slate and stone are

“nea may yet become a very valuable ncqma:tlon

e N
] - . =

_ About saven miles above Somerset Vale, there isa.
|rapid cascade of nearly twenty feet elevation ; and o
 |little higher -up, is & small, but respectable Scotch set-:
|tlement lately commenced. The scenery here, and fur
a few miles towards the head of the river, prel:'ﬁti'a.
“tolerably close resemblance to that of the Salmot | li.eap,t
4.8 river near Leinl‘ip,m the County of Dablin. . The
" Tootoogoose compri.ael a ‘great deal of ghod lmd, “and!
|still contains a considerable stock of white and red plhe,.

o bi‘ a good | qunlxty, bnt of‘ small dunensnonl. b5 ‘3‘ e
' Badcum ta -ﬁmm
Dmnptwn qf ga ,Cowryﬁm s

P o
<] “l. »,

; low, aml the loil, niight sandy compusmon, vﬂth a dif
uiive interspemon o("rnmhes. In this- tract, there

sional- ?nsex_-tmn of Irish and Scotch emigrants.

i ..a damptsoaofthmmdudumng into tIn.Bay; Mm

- du'k and muddy ; fts Banke, and itl
|tate of either attractions or relourou.

: drlnble for 8 or@ miles ; andeontainl a

4.« Fop four or ﬁve mileu from Bathurst, the lnnd is mhe‘r *last four Yeﬂ" and’ those Tiow. “PHIC ;ﬂhv“

herdly any settlers ; but from itshead, to Dalhouue,.
‘ dutance of nearly 50 uules, the shore is pretty thlcklyr
‘nhahited, chiefly by Acadian French, with an. occa-|

#

From this to Pelit Roche, a village 12 miles from Bath-

’_urst, the land is much higher, and the soil considerably
‘better ; and thence, through Belledune, and on to the

'entrance of the Restigonche, itisa composition of dark
‘clay and gravel,

the former rather preponderating, in
the structure of a fine argillaceous surface, covering a‘

sub-formation of Limestone, Hard Blue Rock, and Granula-
ted Freesione. CET

The shore all the way, though ‘considerably elevated
in many places, seems to shrink into insignificance, be-
fore the lofty and towering mountains of the opposite
side. It is pierced by several rivers and inlets, some of
which, having deep entrances, sheltered by projections,
form good snug harbours ; while extensive beds of kelp

lying in their vicinity, provide the settlers with excellent
manure. d

To an extent of 5 or 6 miles back, the land is tolera-
bly level, and well adapted for cultivation ; but beyond
that, it appears to be a confused mass of unequally sized
mountains, apparently well timbered. Indeed, the'
whole interior, {rom a lutle in the rear of the North side
of Bathurst Harbour, and thence North Westerly to-
‘wards the Upsaiquxtch, is represented as bemg thlckly
‘wooded with large White Pine, intermixed with aome
red, and deveral dense ridges ®f Hardwood.. Ha.vmg
‘exhibited this general outline of the oountry bel'ween
'Bathurst and Dalfiousie ; we shall now give 'a brief[ g.
descnpuou of the rivérs and. uettlemanta contained |4

in it. tog, Cp s 'j"{,['.;jug;._-". “

_Bathuntandﬂaﬂwm;mdnhaanwefﬂc differ-L3

|...,_“

l.“lh*'

: 'r"‘“ l :
. Lirruz: Nirstouir affords rame goul Whlu Pin'a _

- Tae Nmnuw ‘has yiddod lome good um
hiving discovered ‘séveral amall groves of plno.a nhmﬂ
distance from the ltren:m This river has a few sma’
‘tbranches ; ﬂqwsom:elearbottom andombedmreni
‘lfj:riorsmdu. e Tar A

et Sy G ‘.-—»---
G T - .

& e
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In the vicinity of thisriver, is the settlement of
Petit Roche, a long straggling village, containing 120
dwelling houses, besides a tolerably large Chapel,
with an attached cemetry. . Although this 'settie~
ment is of nearly thirty years standing, the largest farm
in it does not exceed twelve acres of half cultivated land.
The people appear to content themselves with raising a
little Grain and Potatoes, upon which, with whatever
Fish can be procured at the shore, do they endeavour to
prolong a miserable existence. .\ll the houses, with
one exception, retain their primitive purity. They are
not like the painted Sepulchresof the Pharisees, for they
are as dirty and dingy without, as they are filthy and
polluted within. Paint has never sullied their exterior;
nor has the inside been often honoured with the applica-
tion of watér. The furniture of cach house, consists of
a large stove, flanked by a couple of cradles, and em-
braced by a crescent of stools. Noris the equipage a
whit more distinguished for its simplicity, than the lar-
deris for its poverty ; atleast, so I found it ; for during
an unavoidable sojourn of two days, the only delicate
varieties I could procure, were potatocs and herrings ;
and herrings and potatoes.”

The painted exception to which I have alluded, is a
tavern, pompoﬁsly called the King's Arms, from a comi-
cal daub of Royal Heraldry, vauntingly blazoned over
the front door. - A sort of piebald pattern embellishing
the exterior, and superadded to the broken chairs, crip-
pled tables, cracked tumblers, and headless decanters
that ornament the inside, considerably dignify the Sign
Board ; and confer a sort of solitary grandeur upon the
splendid establishment of Mr. Charles Commeaux. Al-
though the population of Petit Roche, amounts to up-
wards of 800 souls,-the greater part whereofy is below
the nge of puberty, the settlement has never been fa-
voured with a school ; and hence,_ its most prominent

frnits,- are ignorance, superstition, and poverty.

These are tolé-
rably large streams, which head near each other, and
then, by diverging into a variety of. branches, wander
through an extensive tract of rich land.. They have
for some yénn back, afforded considerable quantities of
timber ; and each of them still contains a good supply.
Between the entrances of these rivers, lies the settle-
ment of Belledune, extending nearly four miles in length.

Ewm TrREE anp BiLLRDUNE Rivens.

Nine years ago, and this place was a complete wilder-
ness ; not a tree had been cut—not a rood reclaimed :
but now it contains twenty-one families comfortably
located. When the first scttlers arrived, as well as for
two years afterwards, they often had to go to Petit
Roche, or Bathurst, to obtain a single barret of potatoes.
But to exhibit in a still stronger light, the privations

these poor people had to endure ; as well as to shew the
success that crowned their exertions ; I shall relate n

circumstance told to me, by the individual concerned
in it.

A man named Patrick Doolan, now in comfortable cir-
cumstances, went, the first year he settled at Belledune,
to Pelit Roché, in order to get a barrel of potatoes. By
the disbursement of the last shilling was the purchase
made ; but how to get it home, was even more difficult

than to pay for it. Ile was twelve miles fromn home,

and the road was bad. The load, too, was rather hea-
vy to be shouldered ; to hire a sleigh cqually impossible
and impolitic ; and to borrow one, was a favour no
stranger could expect. Reduced to this extremity, poor
Doolan had no other alternative, than that of submitting
to chop firewood for the Frenchman, from whom he
bought the potatoes, as an equivalent for the miserable
privilege of being allowed to eat them in his cabin. These
people, once so poor, now enjoy comparative aflluence.
They not only raise their own Stock, Grain, Cattle,
&o. but often supply with their surplus produce, the in-
habitants of B_ona\rentura. and elsewhere. Thus, in 9

years, have a. few poor men, encumbered with help-

less families, and deatitute of every thing but mdm—

try, surmounted all the disadvantages of their sutuauon.

and laid the foundation of a permanent livelihood forl

themselves, and a handsome competency for their Ghﬂ'
dren.

.

‘I'he aqu:red property of Belledune, may be eanmated
tholics ; und the:r religious zeal, backed by the hbaml-"
ity of others, has lately erected the frame of a Chapel,
measuring 42 fcet in length, and 28 in breadth.

Near the head of Bellcdune, there lives a French ve-

teran, named Francis Guitar. This man was born in

the Fauxbourgh Saint Antoine, in Paris - and was, when
Louis XVI. was beheaded, about 19 years of age. Gui-
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tar witnessed many of the sanguinary executions ofthat
period ; and while the world was still blushing at the
atrocities of Republican France, had he the happiness to
be one of a troop of Dragoons, that conducted Robes-
pierre to the guiilotine. Ile subsequently served under
Buonnpnrte.‘ atMarengo and Lodi ; and after the evacu-
ation of Italy by the Austrians, followed him into Egypt,

and fought at the battle of the Pyramids.

ArmsTroNc’s Brook, though rather an unimportant
stream, contains some. very good timber ; there is no
lumbering on it, however, owing in a great degrec, to

its incapacity for driving.

Jacquet River. This river proceeds {rom a Lake
near the Little Nipisiquit ; is 45 miles long, and fallsinto
the bay, O miles above Belledune. It is abundantly
supplicd with salmon, and flows rather impetuously,
through a mountainous district, exceedingly well tint-

bered with good white pine, and large birch.

Jacquet River possesses great facilities for both the
manufacture and shipment of timber.  The stream can
be driven for more than 30 miles, its banks are well lined
vmh the raw material ; and at its cntrance, is a fine
anug harbour, with good holding ground in 4 and 5 fa-
thoms. Two miles from this, there is another good
‘harbour, called Hecklar’s Cove. llere, sheltered from
the most prevailing winds, by Heron Island, ns well as
hy Black Point, and several other projections, ships can’
load with security, and. ride with safety, in six and se-:
ven futhoms. . :

Mr. Doyle, a gentleman residing near the entrance of”
this river, settled there in the ycar 1790, at which time,
‘as well as for several years afterwards, was he the: only'
settler between Bathurst and Dalhousie. 11e served in:
the Revolutionary War, and was, in 1181, a Sergeant
in the 3lst foot, then stativned in Quebec. In the
course of this year, and at a time when Mr. Doyle was’

performing guard at the Chateau, Mr. Munro, of Too-
toogoose, with other American loyalists, arrived there,
and were presented to the Governor, by Captain Israel
Pritchard, then serving in the Queen’s Rangers, and
now resiéing at New Richmond, in Gaspe district.

During the first 6 or 8 years of Mr. Doyle’s residence
at Jacquet River, he sustained considerable injury from
the frequent predatory visits of the Indians. They re-
peatedly robbed him of his cattle ; destroyed his crops,
and even threatened to murder him. Ilis judicioys
conduct, however, overcame their malignity ; by tem-
pering conciliation with firmness, he succeeded in pro-

pitiating the well disposed, and in intimidating the rest.

RuvEr Clantes axp River Bensamin, are both con-
siderable strcams ; and although they have long been
tho ficld of rather an cxtensive lumbering, no very sen-
sible diminution of their stock is discernible.

Tue Louison is a smail river, distinguished by no
particular feature, except a scanty supply of red pine;
birch and maple.  All the timber anufactured on these

rivers, is shipped at cither Hecklar's Cove or Jacquot
harbour.

Nzw Mires, formerly Micacasn, was originally set-
tled by a Dutch merchant, named Rumpolt, who for se-
veral years, carricd on an cxtensive busincss in shi,
building, and the Cod fishery. This cstablishment, the
most valuable on the south shore of the Bay, has bee
'considerably improved by its present proprietor, William
'I:'Ieming, Esq. Herc hus this gentleman lately crected
a Saw Mill, und a Grist Mill ; both large,” well con-
'structed, and eligibly seated. DBesides two pairs of stones
'revolving on one nxle, and adapted for grinding wheat
‘and oats, the Grist Mill las also .an excellent machine
for manufacturing Pot Barley. In front of the - ‘Mills,
‘there is a good harbour, foemed’ by Black Point on the
l3 E. ; and Heron Island, with a cluster of arnall orm.
jon the N.and N. W. Here there is a beautiful Cod
'tmd Herring Fishery, besides good shelter, and safe
anchorage in 4 and 6 fathoms. o Y [

New Mills, is the general name, by which a-iiiltrl_ot'
of nearly 5 miles long is distinguished. The people'
‘residing in the immediate \'lcinlty of the harbour, are
principally Scotch emigrants, from the Island of Amn.«
Prudence and industry characterize their habits ; o~
their attachment to their country, as well as fidelity <o
Ltheir religion, is amiably manifested in their strenuous:
exertions for the erection of a Presbyterian Church.
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(With reference to the Scottish
settlers at New Mills the
"HISTORY OF THE CHARLO, NEW MILLS

AND JACQUET RIVER CONGREGATIONS
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA"
states:

"...the first Scottish family in

the New Mills area was that of

James lMacPherson from Nainshire.

The iiacPhersons, with four sons

and two daughters (another daughter

was born later) landed at White's

Cove in June 1819 and spent the

first winter in a cellar they had

dug; in the following year they
constructed a log cabin over it.

For some years they had no close

neighbours.."

Other pioneer families named in
the above HISTORY were CALDWELL,
DICKIE, DUTCH, MAXWELL, ARCHIBALD,
FLEMING, MacNAIR.

In 1864 William MacPherson of Port
Daniel dictated a family history

to his son and in it he stated'"‘bhat

he had moved from Restigouche to

houses, occupied by ‘as many families, consisting of
Acadians and Scotch emigrants. The chapel is visited
by the Missionary from Bathurst ; and the timber is
shipped at the Port of Dalhousic.

From here to the entrance of the Restigouche, the
shorcis a continuation of almost perpendicular cliffs,
towering nearly 100 feet above the level of the sea.—
But notwithstanding so unfavourable a character, this
rocky and lron-bound shore, possesses both attractions
and resources. A valuable fishery, washing its base,
sends tribute to it ‘upon every wave ; and a tolerably
extensive dispersion of frlahle loam, qualifies the ulenhty
of its surface, by covenng it with a soil. Nor is its
appearance so destitute of beauty, as a stranger would
be inclined to suppose ; for a neat French house occu-
ipy'mg a position at its buttom, and Belleview, the roman-
itiu little villa of Perry Dumaresq, Esq. cresting its sum-
'mit, at once chequer the monotony, and sooth the wild-

ness of its aspect. :
|

g ) S :
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- Deserption of Dalhousie. Harbour, and Restigouche River.

!
1

| TaE REsTIGOUCHE, oR Bic River, socalledin cmurndu-l

iluu:twnto the Miramichi, a somewhat smaller one, is thel
principal river in the County of Gloucester. It rises nean
T'aumisquatic Lake, a large and beautiful pond supply

| e
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Port Daniel in 1836 4 ﬁv

EeL va::n. Thia isa long, but shallow nver, ol' u-: ;
er a sluggish cast. It rises near the Big Belledune ;;
fows tardily through a rich woodland country ; and es-+.
capes into the Bay, 4 m:lel S. E. of Dalhousie. . Eel Ri- .
"~ Iver has long been the source of an abundant: au]ip!y‘ofr_ ts entrance, we. lhlll oommenu our desc on
d timber ; and some lumberers who have. Iately ex-.~llatter, and thence prooeed towards its source. i~
lored it, are of opmion, that it will formany years, con- The entrance of the Budgouoheilabontamﬂu {e
tmut' to afford its usuai quantum. The seulementabuut aind is formed by two highe: promontonu ofRed _Snnd- b 4

its entrance, and those for a couple of miles on- eld‘lﬂl‘*

mde thereof derive their name from the river. Thess:
[oompnse a small wooden Chapel, with 30 dwellulg

- - .
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all weathers ; is not encumbered by a single Bar or

Shoal ; and contains upwards of 9 fathoms of water.

On the South side, two miles abave the entrance, is
the town of Dalhousie, consisting of a few houses, and
two or three mercantile establishments, of which the
most extensive, is that of Messrs. Hugh and John Mont-
gomery. The scite of this fown isa level eminence,
and between it, and two small, but clevated Islands in
front, a good broad channel of 6 or 7 fathoms in depth,
flowing tawvards the town, forms a fine safe harbour,
where vessels may load within a quarterof a mile of
the shore. The North, or main channel, commences
between the Islands and Magashua, and flowing over
a soft botton, runs a Y7 S. W. course for 18 miles, car-
rying to that extent, a good traversable breadth, vary-
ing from 8 to 4 fathoms in depth. [Iere, aiter bathing
the bed of a projection, it branches intd two passages,
which, though narrow, are 3 miles long, and contain
from 14to 16 feet at low water. Four milesabove this,
whither the tide flows, the river is upwards of a mile
wide ; and from thence, to within 40 miles of its source,

is it navigable for light canoes.

Thus, the Restigouche, independently of its great
agricultural and commercial resources, is eminently dis-
tinguished by two important maritime fcatures, namely,
it4s in some degree, navigable for 180 miles from its en-
trance ; and it contains a safe and commodious harbour,
18 miles long, 2 miles wide, and more than sufficiently
deep for the largest class of British merchant men. At
first view, the country, on both sides of this river, and
all 'round it, even tothe utmost verge of observation,
presenté an appearaﬁce exceedingly grand and impres-
sive. Whatever way the’ eye wanders; before it lies a
seemingly mtermmable reglon of huge and lofty moun-
tains. Nothmg is to be seen but an almost immeasura-
ble dispersion of gigantichills, apparently rollmgm every
direction, and breathing through an almost infinite num-
ber of Lakes and - Rivers, Glens and Valleys. of
these mountamu, gsome are elegnmfy flowered with
tall pines ; others sustain a fine growth of hardwood ;
many have a swampy summit, and several terminate
in rich meadows-and plains. Some of them are coni-
cally formed ; many exhibit considerable rotundity -
some are lank and attenuated, and others there are,
whose figure and construction I confess myself unable

tn dasnriha

Descending froin generals to particulars, let us now
take a closer view of this magnificent river. In a brief
historical sketch of Gaspe, contained in the fourth part
of this book, the reader will find a detailed account of
an action, that took place between the French and
English, on the Restigouche. Ve shall now notice the
particular places, more intimately connected with this
transaction. .

As well to remove all doubt, concerning what [ have
advanced on this subject, as to obtain credit for what I
am about to relate, it may be nccessary to inform the.
reader, that I obtained the particulars (rom ‘a demi-offi-
cial nccount, published in the Monthly Chronology, of a
Periodical Paper, entitled ¢ The London Jagazine, or
‘“ Gentleman’s Jlonthly Intelligencer.” Of this demi-offi-
cial account, the following is an exact copy cerbatim et
lderatim.

~« London, .lugust 30, 176GO0.

“ ADMIRALTY Orrice.—By a letter dated the 2nd inst.
at Halifax, from Captain Allen, commander of his Majes-
ty’s ship the Repulise, it appears, that upon intelligence
received [rom the Governor of Louisburgh, of some
French ships of war, and store ships, with troops and
stores on board, being in Chaleur Bay, in the Gulf of
Saint Lawrence; Captain Byron, in His Majesty’s Ship
the Fame. procceded with several of His Mn]elty’a sh:po
in*quest of tham, and finding fi;r;l_lii_ihe said Bny, the'
Fame, Repuise, and Scarborough, after much dlﬁouhy.
got up, and on the 8th of July, destroyed the whole,
oonsisting of Three Frigntes, viz : the Marchqult, ‘the
Bienfaisant, the Marquis ds JMarloze, and another ; be-
sides Twenty two Schooners, Sloops, and smiall Priva-

teers, with a great. quantity of provision and stores.”

‘“ A more circnmstuntinl account is daily expected from
Captain Byron, who had sent Lleulenaut Lord Ruther-
ford, with his despatthes, by way of New York.” Of
this account, the subjoined is a literal transcript. '-
« London, 8th Septembes, 1760." ,
By despatches received from Captain Byron, Semor
officer of His Britannic Majesty’s Sh:ps at Louisburgh,
and dated 26th of July, it appears that Captain ‘B. upon
receiving intelligence from Brigadier Generai Whitmore,
that a French fleet had sailed up Chaleur Bay, pi‘océeﬂ-
ed with the Fame, Dorestshire, Achilles, Scarborough,” and
Repulse, in quest of them. Having destroyed one French
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Ship, La Catharina, in Gaspé Bay, Captain Byron pro-
ceeded to a large river, called by the Indians, Rustigushi.
Here he found the remainder, consisting of the Mar-
chault of 32 gune ; the Esperance of 30: the DBienfaisant
of 22 : and the Jarquis de JMarloze of 18
¢« When our flect

together with
twenty two sloops, and small vessels.
appeared off the Rustigushi harbour, the enemy proceed-
ed up the river, and anchored above two batteries,
mounted on the North side of it. ‘These being but in-
differently served, were soon silenced ; and the ships,
after o short resistance, wereallsunk or taken. Captain
Byron then destroyed the town of Petit Rucheile, contain-
ing upwards of 200 houses ; and also both of the bat-

teries.”’

The Magazine from which I obtained these extracts,
I borrowed from Mr. Joseph Spratt, of Chatham, neither
of us, knowing at the time, thatit contained guch infor-
mation.

Particular localities distinguishing  Restizouche River.

On the South side, 8 miles above the entrance, in
Point Ainimpk, o considerable clevation, which, as its
name implies, was formerly a rcconnoitering post. with
the Indians.” In the vicinity of this point, are unequivo-

cal indications of an extensive coal mine.

. Poist Le .Guarp, on the North side, is nearly 12
miles from the entrance. It is a bluff high projection,
nearly perpendicular, and was formerly occupied by the
Fre'nchl ag a military station. This point commands a
firie view of the entrance of the harbour ;-and is anid ‘to
have been the site of alarge fort, destroyed by the

British aquadron, under Captain Byron.

" Two miles higher up, on the same side, is Batiery
'Poinl, so called from a garrison having occupied it du-
ring the old French war. This isa bold rocky pro-
montory, probably 80 feet high, having on its summit,
a tolerably-extensive plain, and at its base, a fine deep
channel, containing from 44 to 5
| A few years ago, several large pieces ‘of ordnance-
that had been sunk near'the bottom of this point, were
removed by some of the inhabitants, and by them, con.
verted to various culinary purposes. Some guns are
still lying there, and near the. Beach,.about 26 years
ago, did Mr. Busteed, the present proprietor, find a large

fathoms.

copper stew pan, of French construction, lying mouth
downwards, and under it, The
pan has been in constant usc ever since ; and to judge

from its present healthy appeurance, is likely to survive
26 years more.

a bottle of molasses.

Among other articles, said to hn.:;
been found at this point, a pair of duelling pistols, a
handsome regulation sword, and a =mall case of wine,

are cnumerated. Ilere, at the edge of the channel,

and visible at low water,arethe remains of two French
veescls, part of the flect destroyed by Byron.

A little nbove the Battery Point, is thé mercantile
establishiment of Dean & Aitkin, the first and the last

house that I visited in Canada. [ mention this circum-
stance to aflord myself an opportunity of tendering my
grateful acknowledgements to the kind and hospitable

proprictors. This house, and that of Mr. Peter Suther-

1and, lately established a short distance from it, are the

only resident merchants on the North side of the river.
—Four miles above this, is Point Pleasant, the residence
of Edward J. Man, Esq. 'Tothe propriety of this name,
1 cordially render my assent ; for during a residence of

‘14 dnys, I found it to be Point Pleasant, indeed.. From

every member of Mr. Man's amiable family, did I re-
ceive the most polite attention ; and to him and his son
am I deeply indebted, for muchi of the information con-.
tained in this book. At the edge of the channel, c;ppo'n
site to Mr. Man’s, are the remains of another sunken !
vessel, from which some of the onken timbers; -some"
cutlasses, and other things, have been extracted.

On the South side, nearly opposite to Point Pleasant,
is another ;;rojection called Martin’s Point, formerly a
French village, and now ornamented by a handsome
Presbyterian Church,. lately erected by the miutual
exertions of the inhitﬁtanu of both sides of the river.
Through this point flows a tolerably large stream, on:
which, the present proprietor, Robert Ferguson, Esq.,
has a very good Saw Mill and Grist Mill. -,
" A chort distance above’this; is the eslnblia'hu_iei:t'o"z’!
Messrs. Adams, about & mile* in the rear of which,is a:
large mountain, called from its conical form, the sugar
loaf. . It rises about 700 feet above the level of the plain,.
is composed of a spirpl mass of Granite, clothed with
secondary formation, and is, at its base, from 2} to'$
miles in circumference. This mountain is inaccessible
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on all sides, except the East, where it can be ascended
by a rude, but natural flight of steps, furmed by several
projections. A mile and a half in the rear of this moun-
tain is a beautiful. Lake, stocked with
large red trout, and surrounded by a level plain well

clothed with hardwood.

abundantly

Durticular localities distinguishing the Restigouche.

Dircctly oppoeite, on the other side of the river, i3

Mission Poiut, an exceedingly richutract of land, com-
prising upwards of 1,200 acres, aud owned by the Mic-
wacs, to Two Hundred of whom, it atlords a permanent
residence. This settlement consists of a Chapel, capa-
ble of containing 300 persone, together with a Misgion
tlouse, a Burying grount, and 21 dwelling houses. The
houses are constructed of logs,. covered with shingles or
boards ; they are all provided with chimneys and
stoves ; and some of them have even chairs, bedstends.

tables, and similar other conveniences. -

Most of the householders own Live Stock, consisting
.of oxen, cows, swine, &c. some of them have houses ;
one of them owns a small schooner of 25 tons; and
‘others have small Fishing Boats.

The Indians residing here, are generally moral ia
heir deportment, and industrious in their habits. They
emean themselves soberly and peaceably, contributihg

uch to their own rcnpcctnbllity and comfort, by onnu-
aliy raising a small stock of Indian corn, beans, potatoes,

The R. C. Missionary residing at Cgrieton, is their
piritual director ; he visits them twicc o year, remain-
ng o month each time ; and for these services, is paid
by a legislative grant from Canada. The Mission House
'and the Chapel weré built exclusively by the Indians.
| ; ;

Mission Point is a \'rci-y eligible site for a small town,
nnd would, if gr
pled The rear °
lots, and the fron¥ in building ones. The Highlands.
’ara more than a mile and a half back, and are abundant-
ly stocked with black birch, and several varicties of fire..
wood ; and a good channel for a vessel of two hundred.
tons, winds close into the beach, while a conuguoua flat,
or mlddle ground, provides an excellent Salmon Fishery.

ed for that purpose, be soon occu-

ght be profitably disposed in garden.

Of these advantages, and of the endto which they might
be applied, Lord Dalhousie seemed to be aware, when
he offered the Indians £600, and twice as much land
elsewhere, if they would resign their title.

Nearly opposite to this Point, and a little above it, are
the remains of. two vessels, both visible at low water.
These are supposed to have been the Hienfaisans, and the
Marquia de Marloze ; and from the one conjectuted to
have been the former, were n set of rudder irons lately
recovered, which were used I believe, in the re-equip-

raent of the Gordon Castle, o vessel belongiog to Mr.
Ferguson.

Three miles nbove this, is Point au Bourdo, thescite of
that Petit Rochelle, which Bvron destroyed in the sum-

mer of 1760. [t whaa called by the Indians, Kaatoukong,

or Grind Stone point, to signify the quality of the red
sandstone mountains, with which its vicinity abounds.
Its present name'is derived from the sepulture of Mon-
sieur Bourdo, the officer who conmanded the Marchault,
and who was killed in the action, and buried here.

Here, along the shore ; and at the foot of the moun-
tains, cellar walls, foundntions of houses, and other me-
morials of an old and extensive scttlement, are visible.
Hero nlso, have gun barrels, old- guns, gun locks, bayo-
nets, &c. been occasionnlly discovered. Mt. Busteed,
theowner of Battery Polit, isalso the proprietor of this;
and three or four ycars ago, did a servant of hls, hile
plonghing some iand, a short distance from where a lel'«I
wice of Chinn, had been previously dug up, finda four
pronged silver fork, and a nilver table spoon, both, mnrk-
jed with the lotters G. M. D. "At tlie West end of thin ]
Polnt. is nlso the hull of a vesual, from" which: hmdgra-
pades, small bomb shella, and some other prujeotllel
Nave been ocoaslonnliy taken. e o At

Tl i L L0 B ) S 1

A Jittle nbove the pomt isa small atream called oﬁ'mrl
areek ; it is a romaatio little epot ; and from scmre: fo~
shionable articles found about.the ruins of & house in thé
ndghburhood. it.may be inferred, that it was onco the
residence of a person of Some distinction. Near thiss
also a set of launch ways; which must have been used
by the French, in the construction of a tolerably large
vessel. Several pieces of cannon have also been found
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here ; and one of t_hem, a 12 pounder, I think, Mr. Bus-

teed has lately inserted in the back of a new fire place.

Mr. Man, of Point Pleasant, has also an elegant parlour
This
conversion of instruments of death, into means of pro-

stove, made {rom a carronade of the same calibre.

moting human comfort, is analogous to ()'Leary’s des-
cription of the benifggent fruits of rc‘iigiou:s toleration,
« The stake,” says eloquent writer, ‘ which for-
merly burned the heredc, now cooks a dinner for him.”
Opposite to. Mission Point, is Athol ITouse, the resi-
dence of Robert Ferguson, Esq. whose Lady [ believe,
can claimn the distinction of being the first child born of
English parents on the Restigouche. A little nbove Mr.
Ferguson’s, is Bob’s Point, formerly thescite of an [ndian

village.

From Robin Gray’s boolk, a small stream discharging
round the West end of this Point, there is a portnize of
22 miles leading towards the head of the Upsalquitch.
It runs through remarkably fine land, revealing an ex-
tensive plain,well covered with hardwood. This por-
tage was opened by a few lumberers in 1827, and al-
ihough not in a very good statc at present, it might, by

a moderate outlay, be made o permanent and useful
line of communication. What recommends this road to
a share of public attention is ; it hasa good firm bottom ;
requires no bridges ; has a few settlers already on it ;
and has o tendency to connect the main river with one

of its prmclpnl branches.

Great Post Road to Quebec e,
. Little more than a milc above Point au Bourdo, h_nd
about 24 from Dalhousie, the contemplated Post Road
to Quebec, enters the forest. It runs a strniéﬁt_ line of
ten miles into the interior, and thence pursues a W._ N.
W. course, crossing the heads of two or three branches
of the Matepediac River ; and winding round the East
side of the Matepcdmc Lake, thence 1.hrough Me!ise.
and up to Quebec. From Quebec to the South side of
Matepediac Lake, a distance of probably 230 miles, a
good road has been long established ; and from thence
to the Restigouche, is little more than 60.

_ 'This continuation will be carried ‘through a-compara-
tively level tract of country, possessing the important re-
quisites of a good soil ; and a fine hard bottom. Some

are of opinion, that in order to facilitate the settlement

of the Matepediac, the road should be carricd algng its
banks ; but it ought to be remembered, that in that
case, the expence would be much. more, while the dis-
tance would be considerably longer, and the land great-
ly inferior. A direct line of communication considered,
independently of all other speculative or contingent ac-
quisitions, I think the present route, the best that could
have been scliccted.

It is confidently expected that this road will be com-
pleted against the Fall of 1833, a period, to which the
inhabitants of the faie des Chalcurs, inay look _forward,
as to the date of their admission, to an unrestrained in-
tercourse with the capilal of the Cz:udas, Among other
advantages, its completion will open anew vien for the
circulation of the resources of Gaspe, a country, of
which the Canadian government know as much, as they

do of the interior nf Cochin China, ot the heart of Central
Africa.

For'six miles above the head of the tide, the river is
beautifully spangled with 21 or 22 small Islands, which
atnndmg in Bass-Relief with the surrounding mountains,

forma soothmg contrast, involving the most delightful

and romantic scenery. Most ol these Islands aro cover-

ed with a luxuriant growth of Elm and Maple, Inters-
persed with poplar and balm of gilend trees, the latter
exhaling a rich fragrance that perfumes the atmosphere
for several miles. These Islands afford a ﬁne.pnaturng"a.
and would, if cultivated, be cxcellent meadow land.
‘Two of them have Been granted ; and the remainder,
being a sort of Commouns or unclaimed property,
are usually’ 'ompied by the Indians, ‘as: sugaries.
~—Although the process for manufacturing maple sugar,
'ls extremely simple, and consequently a familinr branch
of domestic science in the colonics, it may not be out of
order to allude to it here. The tree should be fapped
‘about the first of April, when the juice, though sweet, is
nearly as thin as water. ' The sap should be received in
olear bark dishes ; and then boiled into a thin syrup, It
is alterwards to be strained thﬂ:mghh flannel ; and reboil-
ed to the consistency of sugar. [t ‘should then be put
into large bark, or wooden mouh.la and left in them till
it cools. This ends the process ; ‘for shortly after, the
liquid becomes cold, and acquires a hardness and trans-
parency, something like English refined sugar.—
In this colony, the maple is generally tapped with an
axe ; nor is the incision ever closed after_tha-tree is ex-
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hadsted ; butin the United gt_z_:_téi;_}here great soligi-
tude is bestowed on Maple Groves, the tree is bored
with an augur, and after the sap is extracted, the. aper-
ture is hermetically sealed. :

_ At the head of this Archepelago, on the North side,
falls in the Jalepediac, or Musical River, so called in
consequence of the peculiar intonations, occasioned by
the passage of the wind, through the trees that cover,
and down the numerous ravines that cleave its banks.—
This river proceeds from Matepediac Lake, in the coun-
ty of Cornwallis, in Lower Canada ; is more than sixty

miles long ; and receives several tributaries, the largest
‘of which are the Casupscoult, and the Kammguagun. It
flows very rapidly over a rocky bed, lying between two
great chains of mountains ; and is the pnnmpnl branch
of the Restigouche, on the Canadian side.” In addltmn
to the common character of all the Restigouche nveru,
namely that of being weil supplied with good_tlmber,
the Matepediac is eminently distinguished for & peculi-
arly fine growth of long straight white pine. 25ierat
\Tha land for about 4 miles above, and the same dis-
tance below the: debouchure of this river, is exceedingly
tainous ; ; and composed, apparently, of-deeply la
ated strala of .Blnch FIag, and JMica Slate. - ’
! ‘Sixm:]es ubove this, on the South, or New Bruns«
'wrick side, it receives the U}mlqmtch, or Lesser River,
ising near the Nipisiguit Lnkes, and flowing with consi—
erable violence, through a ‘broken, but densely wooded!
ntry.. This river, like the Tobique, and great Nipisis.

ity of its source, and about the heads of its branches ;
but thence downwnrds, townrds its entrance; the pnnm-
ml growth is white pine. - Near the entrance of thé,
Upsalquitch, is Green Stone Mountain, an enormouﬂy
huge pile; so-cailed from the complexion of the hard
kysubstanu, of which it is composed.  This moun.

problbly. is 1,500 feet high, and from some apeoir-
mens of slate -shiewn to me ; and snid to have baen.
;ﬂmotad from ity I am dxsposed to beheve that it oom-
s an extbnniqunﬁy: - :
peson AEER N
_Ofa variety: ofnthar subordinate rivers disohargi‘ng
to the. Reluguuche, the Pelomkeguick, the Petavigaa,
lund.the Pidabidjauy are the most considerable. Many of
!it-hm.trihutnries"m suppliéd by others ; and both prins:
 cipals and subservients are well timbered.

1" it

it, contnins a great deal of large Red Pine in the nwl .

That the Restigouche, has, by the impeiﬁosity of its
career, forced its way through the great chain of moun-

'tmnu extcndmgfrom the Saint Luwrence, towards the

South, appearances induce me to belive.  From a shott
distance above the Upsalquitch, for o considerable way
up the river, there are paipable evidences of the fact;
While the high lands on each side of the river; corres-
pondin soil, formation, and general appearance, they
also retain the traces of a violent partition. On the
North, the land is, in some places, indented with fissares '_
and cavities, with which the opposite protubgrances cor-
respond ; and in other places, there is a juxta-position of
concave and convexappearances perfectly harmonizing. '
The Grand River, a stream discharging into the Saint'
John, about 18 miles above the Grand Falls, is connect-
ed with one of the South branches of this river, by a
good portnge of 8 miles ; while the Green River, and the
Madawaska, also tributaries of the Saint John, are like.
wise united to it by similar routes, leading from each to
the main stream. As every part of this extensive river,
is abundantly supplied with all varieties of timber for.
exportation ; and as but a. small quantity has hitherto
been made on it ; it may be regarded as the source of a
very great supply for many years to come: 2

' The settlers on the Reat:gouche, compnsmg ahout 90
families, consisting of Scotch emigrants, and. American
loyalists, are but thinly dmpersed along the tide way,‘

none having yet penetrated above that, or r up any of the!
jbranches. =% e

. While pursuing my enquinea on this deiightful river;|
for me every door was. -open, and every (able “spread J :
or can I npw close my feeble description of it, withou |
uring its inhabitnntl, that of the kindness and favour|
l::emved from them, I shall always retain a hvely nnd
|E1teful reeollecuon = et G 7.":
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THE GREAT MIRAMICHI FIRE -1825

The year following the arrival in
Canada and the Miramichi of Robert
Cooney was memorable for the great
fire that devestated the region.
The effects were far-reaching.
Settlers in Gaspesia were aware

of the magnitude of the fire from
the great clouds of smoke that

clouded Bay Chaleur. Ash from the

i;pre\railed. The protracted drought of the summer, act-
ing upon the aridity of the forests, had rendered tHem
more than naturally combustible ; and this fncilitalting
both the dispersion and the progress of the fires thatap-
peared in the early part of the season, produced the un-
usual warmth. . : ;

On the sixth, the fire was evidently approximating fo
us ; at different intervals of this day, fitful bluzes and
flashes were ubserved to issue from different parts of the
woods, particularly up the north west; at the rear of
Newecastle, in the vicinity of Douglastown and Moor-

fire fell as far away as Restigouche. gu4¢. and along the banks of the Bartibog. Many also

Here, in Cooney's own words, is his

impression of that terrible time:

The simmer of 1525, was unusually warm in both
hemispheres, particularly in America,, where its effects
were fatally visible, in the prevalence of epidemical dis-
orders. During July and August, extensive fires raged
in dlﬂ'ereﬁt parts of Nova Scotia, especially in the east-
em dmslon of the Pemmula, but the country being ge-
neral[y c[enred_ for a considerable distance round the
'lettlements and ﬂﬂages, httie injury was sustained.

Tllii Miramiéﬁi, 'and fhroughout the northern part of
i Brunswlck, the season had been remnarknbly dry ;
lg.’rcely any rain ' hod fallen ; and considerable appre-
lienaionn were eitertained for the crops. Very exteii..
dive fires were obsetved i'a northi westerly direction ;
alb g thé south side of the Baie des Chaleurs ; in seve-
- nl parts of the Distriot of Gaspé ; in_the neighborhood
“lof Richibucto, and thence in a southerly dﬂoﬁon to.

Westmoreland. - A s Wl

i
’ ;

o
Fl

% il!' \.I :

'l‘ﬁena fires, however, being rather prthnnry elrcum-
4 tnneel, as burning the trees and roots is the eommon
: f?‘: faystem of cieanng Iand no danger was anucipatad.
: % ' But Hotrever relictddt I féel to scatter teiri dfer Jur
fifitory, 1 shall no longer seek an evaswn, in &wehing

|on preliminaries.
e P ) ‘}} 1 I'I "'

" From the first to the filth of October, 1825, a season
generally very cool,an extraordinary and unoatural hiéat

. lll,JJ st

e ',1 \- J' e

heard the crackling of falling trees and shrivelled branch-
es ; while a hoarse rumbling noise, not unlike the rush.-
ing of distant thunder, and divided by pauses, like the
intermittent discharges of artillery, was distinct and
‘audible.

On the seventh the heat increased to such a degree,
‘and became so very oppressive, that many complained
of its enervating effects. About 12 o’clock, a pale sickly
mist, lightly tinged with purple, emerged from the fo-.
relt,--nnd'leltled over it. 'This cloud soon retreated be-
fore a large dark one, which occupying its place, wrapt
the firmament in a pall of vapour. This incumbrance,
retaining its position, till about three o’clock, the heat
became tormentingly suitry,” There was not a single
‘breath of air. The atmosphere was overloaded ;—an.
irresistible lassitude seized the people ; and a stupifying:
dullness ueemed to pemde every place but the woodl
1whic;h now. trembled, and rusded' and shook, with an: "
incessant nnd thrilling noise of explosions rapidly M-i-
jlowulg each other, and minghng their reports with a
: dileordant vmety ol' Ioud and bouteroua lounda.

'-.lv.f !1-.—. ;

n:AE ’lllil tlme, the whole eountry appeared to be en-u
cltsled by 8 .F\'ery Zoua, whieh gmdunlly contracting itt

¥ circle by the devastation it made, seemed as if it would

not converge m%' 2 pomt whlle any thing ‘remained to

."pie-auuo,ea. N S g R

l-x;f"#

. Alittle after four o’eloc.k; an immense p:ilar of smoke
rouin avertiul direution at some distance N. W.of
Newmtle, for a’ whﬂe, and the sky was absolutely
\blackened by this huge cloud ; but a light northerly
Ih‘l‘em springing up, it gmdunlly distended, and thex
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melted into a variety of shapeless mists. About an
hour after, or probably at half-past 5 o'clock, innume-
Pﬂe__qu_'ge spires of smoke, issuing from different parts.
of the wooda, and illuminated by flames, that seemed to
pierce them, mounted to the eky. A heavy: and suffo-
eating canopy, extending to the utmost verge of obser-
vation, and appearing more terrific, by the vivid flashes
and blazes that wriggled and darted irregularly lhrt:mgh
it, now hung over us in threatening suspension, while
showers of flaming brands, calcined leaves, -asher and
cinders, scemed to scream throngh the grawling noise
that prevailed in the woods. .

All these palpable indications of the approaching ruin
were unheeded, probably, because the people had never
yet experienced the dreadful eflccts of fire, or had not
sufficiently considered the change, wrought in the fo-
rests, by the protracted heat of the summer. Nor counld
any other reasons have betrayed them into a neglect of
the warning, which Mr. Wright and others endeavour-
- ed to propagate. '

gemlemen, received the attention it merited, many are
of opinion, that a considerable part of the calamity

might have been averted.
S to harrow the recollection now ; experience makes wise
men of usall ; ofter having endured evils, we become

Had the timely admonition oftheas

It would be cruel, 'however,

" ___ |astonishingly clever in prescribing nntidotea; T

About 9 o'elock. or nhortly aﬂer. a succemﬂn ol' lpud
nd appalling roars . thundered through the woodg.

E .':-\._-‘ Pgd after peal, crash after crash, came hel!owing !hof

tence of deltruct:on. Every succeeding shdok cru_ t.hnn remamhnr,tha.t thc,qulﬁ ted ﬂ.

'.ed fresh alarm ; ; every clnp came loaded with lp 9

:;j !ll.ruct!n energy. With greedy npidity dxd they & ld- g

kpd their domtaung' way. ’, LA Ry
e -_““- . <.“..“ e e T =
!rn'!"w d'r' i “ " i ® u.m oyagil V

i They came msh:ng with awful. vio}ence, devouring at!

.Il (3 20
4-"‘, [

S vhero their fury was 1o be conaummnted Ltk

JThe tremendoﬂu bellowmg becnme more and more’

Jmile widamlylpg between tﬁa

: _, : :{:nce to the devoted scene of their rmnmry i noth!ng' - :
& uldimpede their progreu, they removed everf ob- _Jlor
acle by _the duolnlion they: oeoasioned ‘Several|

undred miles of pmlruie fumtl and smmen woodl 2

. Owill mlﬁm urests thiokf}e: )
paginan %@tﬂ:{mﬂ&, an;f absolu ﬁffﬂ

- me fires that h h'flsumed tﬁroug ,
ﬁ"é every step, and hewmg a frtghtf‘ul avenue. to the BPOt!

Sjones ; and even thoumnda of men th’a'l
YHaving done all this, he will have before ﬂ&,,d'reabl =

terrific. The earth seemed to stagger ns if it had reel-
ed from its u_ncler!t foundations.” The harmony of crea-:

tion appeared to have been deranged ; and ahout to rever*
into originnl chaos. - * Earth, .ﬂu-', Sea, and Sky ; nll viei-
ble creation seemed to conepire against man ; and to tot-
ter under the weight of some dreadful commission they
were charged to cxecute. The river, tortured into vio-
lence by the hurricane, foumed with rage, and flung its
bolling rprny upenthe land. The thunder pealed nlong
the vault of Heaven ; the lightning rent the firmament
in pieces. For a moment, and all was still, a deep and
awful hil_erggc reigned over every thing. All nature ap-
peared to be hushed into dumbness ;—when--suddenly a
lengthened and sullen roar came booming through the
forest, and driving a thonsand massive and devouring
flames before it. Then Newcastle, and Douglastown, and
the whole Northern side of the river, extending from
Bartibog to the Naushwaank, a distance of more than 100
milesin length, became enveloped in'an immense sheet
of flame, that spread over nearly 6,000 &quare miles..
That the stranger may form o faint ides of the deso-
lation and misery no pen can describe, he must ploture
'to himself a large and rapid river, thidkly settled for lP"""P
'miles, or more, on both sides of it. He must also: fanu,
]four thriving towns, two on ench side of thll r!far K ﬂl
ttheu reflect, that these towns and seularnentl were lll
ioomposed of wouden houses, utores, stnb]el; ltﬁ b;rnl.
hat these barns and stables were ﬁl!cd wit'ﬂ e cmp1 *
*land that the arrival of the fall imporintiﬂ ad ltocﬁ'
«({the warehoures and ltu,ren. with lpiritl, der,
variety of mmbusuble lmicles, as well ll 7
cessary nupplle: for 1he nppmm Inter.

a

& nd aly
ith the nse

'a.hla thl; ltretch[n g
d all round it an..r, ,;g;;

S

der by the protrated heat heatof a lotlg summes

Ty

of them. ﬁt him then ﬁﬁrnata he piott

ntlé.‘?}'lﬁ';mﬁ “animals ; har r* .

‘duenpt:on of the extent, features, and ggneral ommme
‘stances of the country, which, on the night ! hsve men-,
tioned, was suddenly buried in fire. -
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What shall we say of the inconceiveably awful and
terrific scene that now presented itself 7' Who shall at
[tempt to describe the condition of & country, tortured
I'[aglnd agonised by a hurricdne, on every blast of which &
'meesenger of vengeance seemed to ride. Unpardonably
ivain would that man be-——exceedingly high' should he.
stand in his own esteemywho would for a moment, think

hunaeli' ¢apable of describing the smmnon of a countryy
overwhelined by a conflagration, whose every blast re<

gsembled the emissions of hell, and whose every billow
iappeared to sustain a demon.

| What eye can follow the iinpetuous course of araging
and consuming fire, sweeping over forests, towns, vil-
lageaf and hamiéts, rooting up trees, ploughing tho
earth, and destroying every thing. -

| What shall we say of the tremendous howling of tha
ltorm, dashing broken and burning trees, scorching‘
and, and ﬂarmng houses throegh the air. What ofths
_ JBoiling surges of the river and its different tnbutnﬂen,.
\r{‘; ﬂl.l:lgmg 'lFll!ll.‘ ‘maddened foam all around them,. andu—
, _ inanhmg every. thmg thal came withia their fury.

at of t‘.he mdeacnbnble confusion on bourd of 150

n@‘a vessels imminently expoaed to danger ; mi:;o :
s T ined

Bthem frequently on fire ; - some burmng, and oth

- .! (')'\
- rnad

s -‘",ff,lt:,-'?«":'-.:;. .
' T2 Enargle 'rm...'.: BT R
'-‘n il painful to tdwell on the ngomzed feeliugl lnd1.n
- sribable terron of the wretched and miserable inl:

| bitlntl: : Eﬁ ini‘nful h“;;rever, ] “such a task wou]tl

toovm t:‘heﬂ n..rveinon_, is not half so difficult ﬁ: _.
nire .the _competency, - “Even ‘now, Eq ﬁh :
S are: m,mﬂoﬂu. of & wretohed _and beggﬂ_red p!opll
4 nvolvad 1n rul?duohtion nnd dupair, ving thelrr mm
Rl ondenou 8 Spoa ‘the ear. "Oh God ! merciful and ju_
" iy ow uhuderinmre the frantlo cries, the wlld ex -
slons of horror, & and the d%ﬁng groans of huu reds| .
B oon hundreds of poor housclSss reatures, fiylng . { fro
tholr |mokiﬂabimlonl, they kuaw not whither? ‘an
e mlngling ; the mling 00]\083 of their anguish, st

e theill w'ith tlu
N yells, ronringl, nnd bellowmgu, of wild beasts, nnd do-

- mutlc animnll, periuhing by ﬁrd nnd suffocation. -.3-' :
fey Eimy LH & " ; ,:'é\,\g:{

Who can gaugn the mlsery, or ent:mate the' ngon

,ﬁ“’ : - ‘l

alternative, of being either consumed by fire, or famish-
ed by hunger. ! What tongue can express the infcnéitr
of anguish; what mind can contemplate the poignancy oé
that sorrow, which must have wrung the burstmg
hearts of'men, and women, running hall naked ; and in
wild disorder, deploring their loss, and nnticipntmg their
end. Of children looking for their parents+ purenta
looking for their children ; and mothers ancumbered
with their infants, urging thelr way through Iakuoi
and volumes of smoks. 3

N t§ ! |
The more I endeavour to contemplate thil awful dis-
pensation, the more convinced am I of my inadequtsy-

jtodoso. When Istrive toraisé my mind to a full con-

sideration of it, its overwhelming magnitude crushes
the attempt. Lvery step I make to approdch it, the

" |mrther am I flung from it ; and the more Intensely 1

train my afiing eyes ta.0bservelt, the less Taee ol it
~4for its multiplied and various horrors inb‘rveninq ,‘g

j#{tween the vision and the picturs, Imp the whole™

."-ﬂf “aimE
Ly et

e
;‘B.uting on the’ inﬂulgenu b!‘thm ﬁ‘ho ha.vo baan_
d enoughto patroniza this work, i€t may not be im4

' per ‘to state, that I was, at tho tlma of tha L Glu'rﬁ
1ax;" redding within a mile of N !mtlaa Ifmy. opi- ;
be entitled to any oonlidenﬁon, thll its candid

. rc?lflrgn.—A grutdr uhmlty, thm the Fire, whiol]
'pe.nod in Mimniohl, never Im‘lll lny !‘o:xt‘jountry, '
il uullgd intl ﬂ:'a l.nnﬁ of f any other i"
m *Tﬁ{aﬁioom was such, that|
nired, fo- oompleto a plotun “of th the Gl.m:nx.

F{lﬂ, s the lnt of a Tnmuu-, Z e voice of th

m:

.'f
»

penetrlblo-
s

i o .
- - 2
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E

NANGEL, md'iha mumction of the Deap. -
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THE SWEEP OF TIKME

“hen Robert Cooney wrote and published his "CCNPENDICUS m=ISTCRY"
some two hundred years had passed since Jacaques Cartier had sailed
the waters of 2ay Chaleur. Today, we lcok back on the publication
of Zooney's volume cf some 150 vears ago to find ad
an era long past. .'e are thus reminded of the vast csw
related to settlement, other *than aboriginal, along the chores of
Zay chaleur,

It will be remiss if the elaborate celebrations planned for
1984 fail to recall and honour the host of pioneers who, since
1534, wrested their Zay Chaleur cettlements from the wilderness
and established the communities that today are home to thousands

5>f their descendents about the Zay.



